Vowels (stand alone)
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Additional Consonants in Maldivian
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Special Characters in Maldivian
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Sukun
(Virama)

Devanagari

IAST ka

Dhives Akuru
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1. Carrier for vowel without
preceding consonant
(word-initial or diphthong)

2. (with Sukun) gemination

3. (with Sukun at beginning or
end of word) glottal stop

Brahmi

V//Thaana

Eveyla Akuru

250 BCE

Brahmi
250 BCE- 1150 CE

Brahmt is the oldest known Indian writing
system and was brought to the Maldives
from India.

1150 CE

Evéla Akuru
1150 CE - 1450 CE

Evéla Akuru is a name given to the more
ancient form of Dives Akuru.

1450 CE
Dives Akuru
1450 CE - 1850 CE
Dives Akuru is a creation out of Brahmi
unique to the Maldives.
1850 CE _
1700 CE Tana Akuru

1700 CE - Today

Tana Akuru (or Thaana) was developed from
both Arabic and Indic numerals to allow for
easier writing of Arabic words.
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Inscription of tantric Buddhist

mantras in Sanskrit and

Prakrit, found on Landhoo

(c.500-800 CE)

Dhabhidhoo Loamafaanu
(copperplates) documenting

the transition to Islam

(1196/7 CE)

Document describing

King Kalafaanu's

(Sultan Ibrahim IlI's)

death and shrine endowment

(written 1609-1687 CE)

Inscription on the

Kaluvakaru Mosque on Malé

(built in 1789 CE)
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PHONOLOGICAL CHANGES OVER TIME MALDIVES MAP COGNATES
Madulu
Sanskrit Insular Prakrit  Dhivehi Prakrit Old Dhivehi = Middle Dhivehi Modern Dhivehi English mag?rillg Haa Alif Atoll N Sanskrit Dhivehi English
° uitu
1500BCE - 500BCE 1000BCE - 500CE 0 - 1000 1150 - 1600 1600 - 1700 1700 - today Hathifushi . vrksa pitha
cattraka pitha 4 C e tree island aditya aadiita sun
. . . . 05 . imb umbrella island Plriehlner ) g "
anga anga angs a(n)ga 2iied posnon angun m Dhidhdhoo =% Lo Dhaalu Atoll aksara akuru syllable
dhirgha dvipa o0 @ . Loafaru
aksara *akkara *akere *akuru *akuru ~vA akuru letter, script long island = o fuhudnufush loha parvata ambra anbaraa ambergris
Maarandhoo ' ; red reef )
catvara cattara *satare hataru hataru bl hataru four maha hiranya dvipa S, .., °, ShaviyaniAtoll Farumuli =i G horse
big golden island : s <, parvata milaka - " - d
. . p _ . ) ° reef root antara athuru In the middle
*draksapayya *dakkapayya *dakevaye davai dakkai oS dakka showing Medhurah ¢ :;‘ g ednee Maafaru
= ° % — .
) ) _ _ - ) _ mna7;1 d?;: /rsalztr:g «® ... maha parvata bhaga bai part
dvipa dipa dive divu duvu ~ dd (dhoo) island _ 0 ¢ ‘S big reef
thr;h';'%‘;f'rg Raa Atoll &, . *° /é bhasa bas language
: : oL e .°" e Manadhoo .
atra *gata *gaya ai ai s ai bod - Ungoofa; -y Meyyyafushi . _
J J 99y J J z J y long island PR e Teo*" Noonu Atoll maya pitha bhdmi bin earth
o, Kukulhudhoo e e% | Naif /‘ spirit island _ _
hasta *atta *ate atu at £ ay hand kukkuta dvipa Sy T s Hudhufushi Hija bis seed
chicken island %" suddha pitha
: o/ @ - :
hiranya *ranna *rana ran(u) ran e ran gold Kuda Thulhaadhoo s pure island brhanta bodu big
ksudra tulasi dvipa &:y‘.\: > Lhaviyani Atoll Maavaafushi hodhi hoi bodhi t
kukkuta *kukkuta *kukule kukulu kukulu Sou kukulu hen small Tulsi island %% < maha vayu prstha 2l ol oLl I
Fenfushi Eydhafushi p big wind island _
e _ ¢ _ antya pitha Kaafu Atoll dharma daruma moralit
* * * 7 P yap ®oe
mala mala mala malu ma > ma flower (Skt. garland) drinking water island L. 4 Rt Akirifushi - |
Baa Atoll 2°S Sarkara pitha dvipavasin dhivenhi island-dweller
: : o ¢ . “ / te island P
paniya *paniya *pena pen(u) pen(u) ™3 fen drinking water Hulhudhoo & kS coral aggregate islan ] .
ksulla dvipa Alif Al Rasfari dhana dhaan gift
phena/phena péna *nena *penu *ponu by fonu foam small island Ny & raja parvata .
- - . ' : Hithaadhoo . B king reef daksina dhekunu south
. o . . . _ citra dvipa . 8 Asdhoo
prakara (prakara) pakara pavars pavuru pavuru s faru wall beautiful island ee,, asva dvipa dve dhe two
® o0 horse island
.-."
raja *raja *raseo ras ras — re ras king Rasdhoo R Furanafuts;]hi deva dhevva spirit, god
i c %3S urana pitha
raja dvipa S pura :
*samtirtha *sa(m)tita *sa(m)tels atelu atolu 994 atolu atoll king island _ . oo :,:dll?land udakam dniya el
Velidhoo -~ Alif Dhaal Atoll 2" », ale _ .
- ) - .. ) _ velidh R maha loke dhirgha dhigu long
*sahasra-eka sa'ass-ekka *sas-eko *hah-eku *hah-eku —7 has one thousand thousand-one Va'Uks _")"Pg Bl big location
sand islan pa Maafushi dvipa dhoo island
sTma *sTma *simo imu in, im(u ~p in border e maha pitha
(u) = Hukurudhoo S»&z J big island dvara dhora door
ur(i) Uri *si ' ' > : Sukra dvipa T _-:.
sur(i)ya suriya Siroe iru iru ~ iru sun Friday island o _ .
- : Kudaan'baraa purana furaana ancient
- *4= * ’ ¢ : .8 | ksudra ambra .
taila tela telo telu tel 1o teyo ol Kudahuvadhoot ‘i - small ambergris parvata faru reef, mountain
, : : P - Himithi Dhaalu Atoll A Meemu Atoll _
udaka *daka *diya dia dia A diya water <Tman o e, _ Pl fas sand
boundary Raiymandhoo ) o o
. . 0s¢ 1 rakta madhya dvipa paniya fen drinking water
ustra utta ote otu ofu Z 0? camel Thaa Atoll red middle island
_ _ Kudahuvadhoo Muli prstha fushi Island, seat
* = reconstructed, not attested 1="7 represents glottal stop ksudra sukha dvipa 5. Veymandoo milaka | |
small happy island A root, edge grama gan island, village
EARLY ARTIFACTS OF THE MALDIVES i Gan girl giri reef, mountain
sirsa dvipa Laamu Atoll o _ o 3 1=f
head (foremost) island Veymandoo village l it auspIcious
Vandhoo Sukra hukuru Friday, Venus
vana dvipa
forest island kukkuta kukulhu poultry
r T T T T T T T T T T T T \ _ _
| Gaafu Alif Atoll Kooddoo labha laaba gain
| o™® klpa dvipa
: \‘ \Vilingili cave island mandala madulu district
: e Dhiyadhoo
®0 .
TRL"aag\t‘ng \:\ ot 1 udakam dvipa manas manas mind
grass island | Thinadhoo" cunt . \/ watery {marshiand) fsiand mantra mantaru mantra
e 3 ; Lonudhoo | ‘ . .’ ___Southern Dialects:
Ure India lavana dvipa \}\W' Addu, Huvadu and Fuvahmulah matsya ras fich
Figure 2 salt island el While Dhivehi has many very
| P/ . .
different dialects, the southern ones —
1. Buddhist sculptures of an apsara found at the Huda Miskiiy : Gaafu Dhaalu Atoll are <o dis(;cinct, thgt rr:ortherners can mas mas flesh
(c. 10-12th century) | areyun_erstan them. _
2. Buddhist sculptures of a seated Buddha figure found at the Huda Miskiiy | Inr;?:zngi'::ﬁ;imhrﬁgteicg;ifg;ved Ltz mas month
. (c. 10-12th century) | & | : : :
Figure 1 . . o Addoo Fuvahmulah mitra mituru friend
3. Limestone plaster carving of a face (c. 10-12th century) }V Sril anka asta dvipa | Gnaviyani Atoll ) |
eight islands
With thanks R. Michael Feener, Maldives Heritage Survey . Malefw 9 | uttara uthuru north
Maldlves | Addy City'® , Addu Atoll ]
I UMY Tegw . = historical Buddhist site uttama uttama highest

TIMELINE OF EARLY MALDIVIAN HISTORY

Construction of Buddhist monastery
at Kuruhinna Tharaagadu
on Kaashidhoo Island, Kaafu Atoll

345 CE

Second phase of building of
Kuruhinna Tharaagadu
Buddhist monastery

1023 CE

@ 1195 CE ----

Isdhoo Loamaafaanu
(copperplates)
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Earliest Arab reference to trade with
Dibajat (Maldive and Laccadive
islands) by Sulayman al-Tajir
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Al Mas udi mentions
merchants of Siraf and
Oman trading with the islands

1166 CE

Reign of Sri Bawanaditta, last Buddhist King of
the Maldives. He converts to Islam in 1153.

1141 CE

Mention of Maldives
by Ptolemy

249 CE

Earliest recorded occupation, in Nilandhoo
Foamathi, Faafu Atoll



